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AP Human Geography

Instructor:  Chris Kapuscik
Tutoring:  Tuesday-Thursday 4-4:30 pm or by appointment

Email: ckapuscik@canutillo-isd.org
REQUIRED TEXT: 

Rubenstein, James M. The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography. Prentice Hall: 11th Edition

SUPPLEMENTARY TEXTS:

Wood, Ethel. AP Human Geography Workbook. (3rd Edition). Woodyard Publication, 2009.

VIDEO SOURCES:

Guns, Germs and Steel, by Jerod Diamond. National Geographic Society.

Inside North Korea, by Lisa Ling. National Geographic Society

Hotel Rwanda, by Terry George. MGM/United Artists.

Some of the best material for illustrating concepts and ideas can come from news sources, including the New York Times, the London Times, the Economist, Salon, and others. We will frequently use examples from the local, state, and national and international levels. The New York Times is especially good at providing mapped and graphed information of interest to geographers. Additionally, many of our in-class readings are taken from the Economist, a magazine that is organized by region. The articles are current, relevant, fairly easily understood by students, and brief. I also use the following Web sites to find and make maps that illustrate concepts; the sites also give students a chance to explore and learn from the information available there.

U.S. Census Bureau 

www.census.gov/ 

Digital Atlas of the United States 

http://130.166.124.2/USpage1.html 

Agricultural Atlas of the United States 

www.nass.usda.gov/census/census97/atlas97/ 

www.nationalatlas.gov/
COURSE OVERVIEW: WHAT IS AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY?

AP® Human Geography is a yearlong course that focuses on the distribution, processes, and effects of human populations on the planet. Units of study include population, migration, culture, language, religion, ethnicity, political geography, economic development, industry, agriculture, and urban geography. [C1] Emphasis is placed on geographic models and their applications. Case studies from around the globe are compared to the situation in both the United States and locally in Texas and El Paso. CD-ROM and Internet activities are used to explore certain topics.

This class will focus on the five college-level goals from the National Geography Standards (1994):

1. Use and think about maps and spatial data;

2. Understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in places;

3. Recognize and interpret at different scales the relationships among patterns and processes;

4. Define regions and evaluate the regionalization process;

5. Characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places.

Additionally, this course will focus on the ways which the physical environment influences the development of human societies, and the many ways which those societies identify and differentiate themselves from others. Subjects will include economic systems, religious practices and beliefs, and the effects of the developing phenomena of economic globalization and global warming. We will look at human societies across the globe. 

One of the core concepts of geographic studies is “scale.” Throughout the course we will examine phenomena at various levels, from the local to the global, and from multiple perspectives. Maps from various sources will be used to illustrate scale and perspective. Students will use several web sites, including Google Earth, and will analyze and interpret spatial data in order to facilitate understanding, and to compare and explain various geographic theories and concepts. Students will also critically apply essential geographic theories (such as central place theory) and models (such as the demographic transition model) to real world scenarios and data, including local and regional examples.

Course Objectives

1. To introduce students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that has shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface.

2. To learn about and employ the methods of geographers, especially including observation, mapmaking, data gathering and reporting, and technical writing. 

3. To employ spatial concepts, geographic vocabulary, and landscape interpretation to a variety of locations and situations around the globe and in local areas. 

4. To develop a geographic perspective with which to view the landscape and understand current events. 

COURSE OUTLINE
	Unit Objectives
	Readings
	Time Spent


	
	Rubenstein, Chapter 1: “Basic Concepts”

Wood, Unit 1: “Geography: Its Nature and Perspectives
	2 weeks


Analyze modern commercial agriculture, including biotechnology, spatial organization, and diffusion of industrial agriculture, organic farming, local food production, and environmental impacts of agriculture. 

	· 
	Rubenstein, Chapter 10: “Food and Agriculture

Wood, Unit 5: “Agriculture”


	5 weeks


Analyze how natural resources, environmental concerns, and sustainable development impact economic development. 

	· 
	Rubenstein, Chapter 9: “Development”

Rubenstein, Chapter 11: “Industry and Manufacturing”

Wood, Unit 6: “Industrialization”
	5 weeks


Evaluate the socioeconomic consequences of migration. 

	· 
	Rubenstein, Chapter 2: “Population and Health”

Rubenstein, Chapter 3: “Migration”

Wood, Unit 2: “Population”
	4 weeks


Identify the environmental impacts of cultural attitudes and practices. 

	· 
	Rubenstein, Chapter 4: “Folk and Popular Culture

Rubenstein, Chapter 5: “Languages”

Rubenstein, Chapter 6: “Religions”

Wood, Unit 3: “Culture”
	8 weeks


Analyze the changing nature of sovereignty, including fragmentation, unification, alliance, supra-nationalism devolution, electoral geography (including gerrymandering) and terrorism. 

	· 
	Rubenstein, Chapter 7:  “Ethnicities”

Rubenstein, Chapter 8: “Political Geography”

Wood, Unit 4: “Political Organization”


	5 weeks


Describe how differing economic systems and cultural values can lead to variations in the spatial structures and landscapes of urban areas, including housing, transportation, infrastructure, political organization, and urban planning. 

	· 
	Rubenstein Chapter 12: “Services and Settlements”
Rubenstein Chapter 13: “Urban Patterns”
Wood, Unit 7: “Cities”

Kuby, Chapter 10: “Reading the Urban landscape through Census Data and Field Observation”
	4 weeks


COURSE SCHEDULE / UNITS:

    Unit of Study

          % of AP exam
            When
	I
	Geography: Its Nature and Perspectives
	5 – 10%
	1st  6wks

	II
	Agricultural and Rural Land Use
	13 – 17%
	1st – 2nd 6wks

	III
	Industrialization and Economic Development
	13 – 17%
	3rd 6wks

	IV
	Population
	13 – 17%
	4th  6wks

	V
	Cultural Patterns and Processes
	13 – 17%
	4th-5th  6wks

	VI
	Political Organization of Space
	13 – 17%
	5th 6wks

	VII
	Cities and Urban Land Use
	13 – 17%
	6th 6wks

	VIII
	Test Review and Practice
	13 – 17%
	Last 2 weeks of 6th 6 wks


REVIEW:

I review for the AP Exam by providing students with a copy of the Course Outline from the AP Human Geography Course Description and asking them to define, illustrate, or comment on each item.

TEACHING STRATEGIES
I have structured my class around four main activities: (1) discussion of key terms and concepts, (2) examination of case studies, (3) practice of key geographical skills, and (4) practice of written expression via free-response questions. A typical day includes at least two of these activities.  Nearly every day I ask students to examine a map(s) or graphed or textual information and respond to it using such concepts as scale, region, location and place, or association and interconnection. 

GRADING POLICY:

Important: This grading policy is new this year. And it is campus-wide, not just in my class:
· Coursework: 50%
· Assessments: 40%
· Six Weeks Test: 10%

You will also take a final semester exam which, as per district policy.  As more details are available, I will provide them to you. 

Each 6 week period will include at least 1 summative test or other assessment, including a project. These will always be cumulative - that is, they may cover any material studied in this class to that date. Tests will generally include both multiple choice and essay sections, and are designed to prepare you for the AP exam in May.

There will be in-class and take-home writing exercises throughout the year. The purpose of these writing exercises is to prepare you for the essay questions on the AP exam. It is very important that you complete ALL of these exercises to the best of your ability. 

Other daily grade assignments, projects, and extra credit may be given in class or as deemed necessary by the instructor.

*******************************************************************

Cheating in any form will not be tolerated. 

*******************************************************************

GENERAL Class Expectations:

Class time is a very precious commodity, and I will NOT tolerate disruptions of class. I firmly believe that a sound education is the most important single asset you can acquire as a young adult, and I will not allow a small number of students to derail the opportunities of the rest of the group. 
Conduct yourself with a respectful attitude towards this class and classroom, and no other rules will be necessary. If you do not act like responsible young adults, then I will have no choice but to set and enforce rules and consequences.
· There is an expectation that all students currently enrolled in Human geography will take the AP Exam.  
· Attend class daily, arriving on time (there are no more warning bells).  You are expected to come to class on-time, ready to participate in discussions and exercises over the material. 
· Make up work when absent (it is your responsibility to ask for missed assignments and contact the teacher).  If you miss a quiz or test, you must come in before or after school to make it up.

· Keep an organized and complete composition notebook for the entire year; bring to class daily.  

· Use charts, maps, lecture, and reading notes kept in your composition notebooks to study for tests.  Ask for help if your notebook is incomplete.

· Ask the teacher for help if needed – I am committed to supporting your efforts!!!

· Challenge yourself to work hard and maintain high standards.
TUTORING
· Tutoring will be after school from Tuesday – Thursday, 4-4:30 or by appointment
My goal is to push your minds in order to generate an enhanced form of thinking about the world and to increase your ability to think about geography.  

If you have any questions about this course or on any assignments, please do not hesitate to come to me.
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